
 
 

Garberville, Calif. 
April 26, 1985 

 
Editor  
Humboldt Beacon 
Fortuna. Calif. 
 
Dear Sir: 
 
Your article in Tuesday's issue about the Citizen's Observation Group contains a number of misleading 
statements from you pen and the mouth of Sheriff Dave Renner which we would very much like to 
publically correct, as follows: 
 
1. Members of C.O.G. are not “foes of marijuana eradication" as your paper describes them. Our only 

concern is the preservation of constitutionally guaranteed civil rights, including the right to privacy 
and due process of law.  Our means of doing this is through observing, recording and reporting any 
possible violations on the part of law enforcement representatives. 

2.  As Sheriff Renner knows perfectly well because we have stayed in close contact with him, we 
haven't the slightest desire to interfere with law enforcement or to trespass. C.O.G. only comes 
when called by land owners, goes nowhere without permission from land owners except areas 
which are clearly public rights of way. Land owners who invite C.O.G. to their premises need not be 
members of C.O.G., as your paper inaccurately suggests. 

3. Renner's use of the word “raiders" to describe C.O.G. is inaccurate, misleading and unnecessarily 
provocative.  C.O.G. has not, does not, and will not "raid" anything.  C.O.G. is a civil rights 
organization interested in preventing and counter-acting police abuses such as those 
described in Judge Aguilar's injunction and recently up-held by the federal appeals court.  We have a 
constitutional right to do so. 

4.  C.O.G. has no intention of "intimidating" anyone. Can the use of this word be a classical case of 
what psychologists call "projection"?  
 

Since C.O.G. is an organization based upon the consensus method of decision making, this is a 
consensual letter and is therefore most accurately signed by the group. 
 

 
Sincerely, 
 
Members of Citizen's 
Observation Group 

 
P.S. If your editorial policy requires individual signatures for publication, they are:  
Marsha Lewis, Michael deLeon and Jentri. 


